has also made me look forward to new developments that address the limitations in Subversion itself, or to the next, more complete, open source configuration-management system.
- A few weeks later, I have been able to build two very different operational Web sites. This is an acknowledgment of the good quality of not only the software product, but also this book. I must mention, however, that Pro Drupal Development is in no way an introduction to the product: it is for readers who already know the tool and who have at least begun to build a Web site using it, or who need to change and improve an existing site.
The book investigates in detail the inner workings of Drupal. It teaches readers how to add new functionality and features to their sites and how to customize or improve existing ones. The book's organization follows that of Drupal. Although it is better to read the chapters in order, especially for those who are new to Drupal, readers can also benefit from reading only the chapter they need at the moment. The structure of each chapter is clear and simple, with a summary at the end, some tips and notes in frames, many pictures and schemas, and generally thorough explanations. The authors provide all the information needed for completing the task at hand.
The chapters address the main concepts of Drupal: modules, menus, users, nodes, blocks, files, themes, and taxonomy. There are also chapters about more specialized matters-for example, caching or jQuery-and about good practices in writing components for Drupal. The book ends with an index that deserves mention: spanning 38 pages, it is much more complete than what is generally available in technical books. This well-written book is a must-read for anybody dealing with contentmanagement systems, especially Drupal.
-O. Lecarme
